L""IL'.'.".'."'IJ EVERY "II"-lﬁE .r'L T

TIOMN REDURNT

UTILIZMN G E.-EF'P "ELl-ﬁ'i'E Foor

PERSONAL INSIGHT
INTO DESIGNING YOUR
FINE HOME
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Utilizing every square
foot you own

We have decided fo dedicate our first annual Holiday issue fo help
ing you utilize avery square foot you own, both inside and outside.
By walking through the design process of a2 new residence it will
help you identify those underutilized spaces in your exisling homae.

Far too often, when we are first
approached by a potential remodel/
addition client, they come with the
expectation of adding square
footage to a home that doesn't
even need it. Poor layout of existing
spaces leads to much unrest in our
homes, and many times the
problems can be solved simply by
reworking the interior rather than
punching through an exterior wall.
Unfortunately, many of our homes
have largely unused rooms and
circulation areas that we feel we
need to hold on to. In this new
home we kept circulation and
unused rooms to a minimum and,
as a result, the homeowners live in
and utilize the entire residence.

Efficiency and well-
proportioned spaces are key
elements in this home. The
homeowners brought with them
a realistic expectation of a home

did not want to pay the price of

that would be used only a few
times each year. Holidays and
dinner parties would simply have
to be fit into the spaces that
were designed for two. Instead,
they opted to invest in quality
materials and fine craftsmanship
that resulted in beautiful and
pleasing spaces.

designing and building out rooms

Circulation
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This phato shows four functions that lake place everyday
it your awn home eating, food preparation, circulation,

and v wewingi all combwnad wio ome sharad space.

that would fit the two of them. They

COMING
NEXT ISSUE

o«  Changing up a room layout,
subtle changes make a big impact
o Remodel vs. Addition

o Timing IS everything
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editorial by chris macklin

Price, Quality,
Time & People

In the last issue we dis-
cuszzed that we need to be
PRICE-conscious; not anly
for ourselves, but also for the
other people involved. In this
izzue | will cover the second
point, QUALITY, which can
be confusing because it dif-
fars greatly from person to
parson.

Most of us would agree that
we have expansive tasta...
until we see the price. Then
we Iry to convince ourselvas
that we aren't really asking
for much...only mid-grade. At
that point, we either end up
with a lower guality product,
or we and up frustrated that
we paid a price that we feel
was too high. Sometimes we
just need to be encouraged
that it's okay to invest in
quality.

In this newsletter's featured
home, quality—not quan-
tity—was everything. The
homeowners were not look-
ing for a large home, but
they wanted beautiful materi-
als applied with superior
craftsmanship. Thay also
wanted each space to be
meaningful—no room should
go unusad.

Continved on page 4
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Three distinct zones are found in
this fine home—utility, public, and
private. As you can see in the
illustration above, none of the zones
bleeds into the other—each is
distinct and is connected to the next
logical space. Because of this
simple massing, there are no
redundant spaces.

In Utility, there is a Mud Hall, Laun-
dry, Storage and Powder Room.
The flooring is a durable resilient tile
that stands up to the snowiest
grandkids boots. Additionally, the
adjacent location of the covered
carport makes the detachment of
the garage inconsequential. The
homeowners use it as a convenient
“valet” area that makes carrying in
groceries a breeze.

Pulling the garage away from the
house not only allowed the house to
remain a comfortable scale, but also
it provided an outdoor courtyard
space that is the homeowner s
favorite spot on hot summer days.

It is worth mentioning that the home-
owners do not drive large SUVs—if
they did, this particular space would
not have ended up being as guaint
as it is. Human beings like the
feeling of being in a proportionately
scaled space. We enjoy not being
squished and oppressed as much
as we enjoy not being overpowered
by too large of a surrounding.

In Public, the Kitchen—with
attached Pantry—flows easily into
the Eating area that is bedecked by
the rugged elegance of a double-
sided fireplace. The fireplace helps
to delineate the Great Room from
the Eating area, as well as providing
a sound buffer between the rooms.
As a daylighting feature, clerestory
windows were added to the core of
this space to provide indirect lighting
and to add more depth of interest to
an otherwise flat ceiling (see cover
page for a photo of this space).
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In the Great Room, a long clerestory
spans the length of the room to pro-
vide a dramatic daylighting feature.
The vast amount of glass in this
space is anchored by the warm
tones of Douglas Fir, so that even
on the coldest winter day the room
feels cozy (see photo B, at right).
As you step through the French
doors out onto the covered patio,
you get a sense that the patio is a
true extension of the Great Room
with the regularity of the columns,
as well as the matching tongue-and
—groove Douglas Fir ceiling.

In keeping with the concept of utiliz-
ing every square foot, the Great
Room window seats were made into
storage benches for the
grandchildren’s toys, and the
decorative pilasters that help order
the space visually also house the
return air grilles for the HVAC sys-
tem.

In Private, the ceiling height comes
down and the Bedrooms and Office
have a very comfortable and restful
scale. The master suite features a
walk-thru closet that not only deletes

the need for extra circulation space
to the bathroom, but also provides a
necessary sound buffer for the early
riser. Views of the wildflower
field are captured through the
stair-stepped windows at the |
corner of the bedroom (see
photo C, at right).

project
sketchbook

k|
L

Another unique characteristic
of this home is the use of
large armoires in lieu of built-
in closets in the second and
third bedrooms. The benefits:
it conserves space, it Is more
economical, and it also
provides a wonderful esthetic in the
rooms. Additionally, we were able to
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specify each detail of the armoires
to flow with the craftsman de-
tails that are found throughout

the home.

D—Covered Entry

We hope this has inspired
you. If you need fresh ideas
and help identifying redundant
areas, or if you are
considering a new home that
utilizes some of these con-
cepts, we would love to be
part of that process with you.

E—Kitchan

Builder: Patrick Widing Custom Homes—810.750.8855
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